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Basic ideas of Watersketch 
toolbox
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Public 
participation 

(Art. 14)

Assess current status, 
analyse preliminary 

gaps (Art. 5-8)

Set up 
environmental 

objective (Art. 4)

Establish 
monitoring 

programs (Art. 8)

Gap 
analysis

Develop River Basin 
Management Plan 

(RBMP) (Art.13-25, 
App.VII)

Set up the programme 
of measures for RBD 

(Art. 11)

Submit interim report 
on the implementation 

to the EC (Art. 15)

Implement the 
programme of 

measures for RBD

Revised overview of 
significant water 

issues

Update 
RBMP

Evaluate the first and 
prepare the second 

period

2004
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2009

2012

2013

2015

RIVER BASIN 
PLANNING 
CYCLE
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Strategic focus
of toolbox preparation

• to provide tools which help to 
manage watercourses in a 
more sustainable way
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In practice we are developing 
methods and tools for making the 
River Basin Management Plan 
required by WFD, such as:

• describing main characteristics of river basins

• identifying different pressures and their significance
• assessing the human impacts on biological status 

• identifying WFD-related protected areas

• setting up environmental objectives
• setting up the programme of measures

• public participation and dissemination
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Main target groups for the 
toolbox

§spatial planners

§environmental planners, experts of 
environmental impact assessment

§future planners, students
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What kind of tools are really 
needed?

§input from practical level is essential!


