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WP1 strategic focus areas 

• Evaluation of national legislation concerning waters
• Composing main spatial planning processes in different countries

Resulting in: 
• Improved knowledge on water related legislation 
• Transfer of knowledge between different BSR countries of common 

and national factors.
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Purpose of questionnaire
• Constructing a basis for comparison of the national 

implementation of WFD in Baltic Sea countries

• Describing relationships between River basins and 
spatial planning units across countries

• Identification of potentials and barriers for integrated 
management and planning at national level
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Countries to be included
Have already answered questionnaire
• Finland
• Germany (Hamburg)
• Finland
To discuss at seminar:
• Poland
• Lithuania
• Estonia
• Latvia
Later: Possibly Sweden
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Questionnaire content
• General information
• National implementation – changes in legislation and 

regulations resulting from WFD implementation
• River Basin District description
• Spatial Planning framework
• Implementation of River Basin Management Plan
• Potential problems
• Others
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Legal aspects
• Competent authorities at 1) National and 2) RBD level

1) Federal or National Environmental Ministry
2) Federal, National, or regional authorities

Change or amendment of laws in relation to WFD implementation
• Replacement of existing laws

- New laws have in all cases been implemented, and replacement or
amendment of existing laws to a wide extent. 

• Does the new laws implementing the WFD also include other 
objectives?
Examples: Permits under Hamburg Water Act, Habitats Directive in
Denmark

• Has other ministries been involved in the implementation
Example: The Ministry of Economic Affairs (Hamburg)
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River Basin character 
Germany: 
Hamburg Denmark Finland

Description of 
RBD
How many RBD in 
country 8 4 (12) 7 (8)
Size range, km2 4.366 - 98.046 587- 33.132 14.587-83.357 
RB classified 
before? yes yes yes
New critieria more 
demanding? yes yes

yes, more biological 
elements

Which authorities 
undertake 
classification

Env. authorities 
of the Länder

Probably regional 
environmental centers

Regional 
Environmental Centres
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The 16 States of Germany
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Spatial planning framework

Germany: 
Hamburg Denmark Finland

Spatial planning 
framework

Level of spatial planning
Regional plans, 
municipal plans

Regional and 
municipal level with 
local plans. National 
directives 

Regional and 
municipal level with 
local plans. Areas of 
national significance at 
national level

Frequency of plans: na 4 years

Review after max 13 
years (local plans). 
Reviews of planning 
issues each year, both 
at local and regional 
level
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Implementation

Germany: 
Hamburg Denmark Finland

Implementation of 
RBMP

At which spatial 
level 

Federal Ministry: RB 
district, regional 
(länder): tidal Elbe

Probably national - 
through regional 
centers Regional level (RBD)

Authority to make 
RBMP

Environmental 
authorities of Federal 
States

The Ministry of the 
Environment

Regional 
environmental centres

Regional 
instruments for 
regulation of diffuse 
pollution?

Concept for the 
exoneration of the Elbe 
(restoration of waste 
water treatment plants 
and reduction of overflow 
of combined sewers)

Increase in livestock 
production must be 
accepted by the 
County. (and now?)

Regional land use 
plans for buffer zones 
and wetlands. Only 
suggestions which 
may be included in 
municipal plan.
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Problems identified?

Renewal of Water Act 
may demand a 
revision of WFD 
implementation. NoNo

Does WFD 
conflict with 
existing 
legislation?

Definition of impact 
area is conflict area 
for industry. 
Consensus need to 
be reached.

Legislation on 
agricultural 
pollution too weak 
to meet 
environmental 
objectives.

Transport of 
contamination into 
Hamburg from 
upstream, discussion 
on liabilities and 
responsibility

Anticipation of 
problems in the 
implementation

Potential 
problems

FinlandDenmarkGermany 
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Problems identified? - 2

Planning functions 
in regional plan 
harmful to water 
quality to be 
influenced by RBMP

Environmental obj. have 
successfully been 
integrated into spatial 
planning through 25 years. 
Except as indicated in 7a

not 
understood

How may present 
spatial planning 
support 
environmental 
objectives of WFD?

Depend on 
definition of final 
objectives. F.i. Gulf 
of Finland.

Yes but legislation 
presently too weakyes

Are environmental 
objectives of WFD 
realistic to achieve?

Other

FinlandDenmarkGermany 
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Focus issues 
• National legislation has changed as consequence of

WFD implementation.
• Water related legislation is being renewed
• Other environmental legislation is being adjusted

• Spatial planning is taking place within administrative 
boundaries - ressource management plans?
• Management plans related to EU policy is forseen in WFD, 

Natura 2000 sites, and ICZM – different administrative bodies?
• The relationship between RBMP and spatial planning processes 

are not clear – this issue has to be further investigated


