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The Water Framework Directive

= Water Framework Directive
Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council

Decision No 2455/2001/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Councill

Recommendation from Commission on Pricing and Long-term
Management of Water

DIRECTIVE Iﬂ]ﬂfﬁﬂfEC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
of 23 October 2000

establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy




The Water Framework Directive

Objectives

To establish a Community framework for the protection of
inland surface waters, transitional waters,
coastal waters and groundwater

|

... In order to prevent and reduce pollution, promote
sustainable water use, protect the aquatic environment,
Improve the status of agquatic ecosystems and
mitigate the effects of floods and droughts.




The Water Framework Directive
Obligationsfor Member States - 1

Identify all the river basins and assign them to individual
river basin districts

Designate for each of the river basin districts a
competent authority by 22. December 2003 at the latest

Four years after the date of entry force
An analysis of the characteristics of each river basin district
A review of the impact of human activity on water
An economic analysis of water use
A register of areas requiring special attention

An identification of all water bodies used for the abstraction of
water intended for human consumption and serving more than
50 persons




The Water Framework Directive
Obligationsfor Member States - 2

Nine years after the date of entry force

« Based on the results of the analyses a management plan and a
programme of measures must be produced for each basin
district

The management plan will seek to

Prevent deterioration
Enhance and restore bodies of surface water

Achieve good chemical and ecological status such water and
reduce pollution from hazardous substances

Protect and restore all bodies of ground water

Prevent the pollution and deterioration of ground water and
ensure a balance between abstraction and recharge of ground
water




The Water Framework Directive
Obligationsfor Member States - 3

The above mentioned objectives must be achieved at
the latest fifteen years after the data of entry force of the
Water Framework Directive (but this deadline may be
extended !l!)

The Member States must encourage the active

Involvement of all interested parties in the
Implementation of the directive — in particular as regards
the river basin management plans

By 2010, the Member States must ensure that water
pricing policies provide adequate incentive to use water
resources efficiently (“Green taxes”)




Priority Substances Decision

Decision 2455 / 2001 / EC of the European Parliament
and the Councll

Objective : To establish a list of priority substances in the
field of water policy, for which quality standards and
measurements for the reduction of emission controls will

be set at Community level

Up to 33 priority substances have been proposed
Including anthracene, benzene, cadmium, tributylen and
naphtalene




The Water Framework Directive

Relationships with existing legislation on water resources

Fish Life Shellfish Waters
Directive Directive

Surface Water
Abstraction Directive

Exchange of B -~ Analysis of Water
Information ] F Quiality Directive
Directive B

Ground Water Dangerous Substances
Directive Directive




Directives to be repealed by December 2007

Surface Water Directive (75/ 440/ EEC)

 Objective : To reduce and prevent pollution of surface water
Intended for the abstraction of drinking water

Analysis of Water Quality Directive (79 /869 / EEC)
 Objective : To harmonise the national regulations on

monitoring the quality of surface water

Exchange of Information Directive (77 / 795 | EEC)
 Objective :




Directives to be repealed by December 2013

Fish Life Directive (78 /659 /EEC)

* Objective: To safeguard fish populations from harmful
consequences of pollutant substances discharged into water

Shellfish Waters Directive (79 /923 / EEC)
* Objective: To improve and to protect the quality of shellfish water

Groundwater Directive (80 /68 / EEC)

* Objective : To combat pollution by harmonising the laws of the
Member States on the discharge of dangerous substances into
groundwater and by monitoring of the quality of such water

Directive on Hazardous Substances (76 / 464 | EEC)

* Objective : To harmonise the legislation of the Member States on
discharges of dangerous substances into the aquatic
environment




The Water Framework Directive
Directives containing measures included

In the programme of measures

Major Accidents
Birds Directive Habitats
Directive Directive

Drlnklng Water
IPPC Dlrectlve N|trates
D|rect|ve @ D|rect|ve

Plant Protection Urban Wastewater
Products Directive Treatment Directive
Bathing Water
Directive Sewage Sludge
D|rect|ve Directive




Directives included in the
programme of measures - 1

Drinking water Directive (80/778/EEC, am. 98/83/EC)

* Objective : To lay down at Community level minimum quality and
control standards for water intended for human consumption

Bathing Water Directive (76 / 160 / EEC)
* Objective: To reduce and prevent the pollution of bathing water

Nitrates Directive (91 /676 / EEC)

 Objective : To reduce or prevent water pollution caused or
iInduced by nitrates from agricultural sources

Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive (91/271 / EEC)

 Objective : To harmonise measures on urban waste water
treatment throughout the Community




Directives included in the
programme of measures - 2

Sewage Sludge Directive (86 /278 /| EEC)

 Objective: To regulate the use of sewage sludge in
agriculture in such a way as to prevent harmful effects

Major Accidents Directive (96 /82 / EC)
* Directive :

Birds Directive (79 /409 / EEC)

* Objectives : To provide long-term protection and
conservation of bird species naturally living in Europe

Habitat Directive (92 /43 / EEC)

 Objectives : To maintain biodiversity by conserving natural
habitats and wild flora and fauna in the European territory of
the Member States




Directives included in the
programme of measures - 3

Plant Protection Products Directive (91 / 1414 / EEC)
 Objective :

Integrated Pollution Protection Control Directive -
IPPC (96 /61 / EC)

 Objective : To prevent or minimise emissions to air, water
and soil, as well as waste, from industrial and agricultural

Installations in the Community, with a view to achieving a
high level of environmental protection

Environmental Impact Assessment Directive
(85 /337 / EEC)

 Objective : To assess the environmental effects of those
public and private projects which are likely to have
significant effects on the environment




The Water Framework Directive
Directives that establish emission limit values

and environmental quality standards




The Water Framework Directive

Other legislation with relationships to
the Water Framework Directive

International

EU recommendations _ _
Conventions and treaties

European Spatial

. . Helsinki Convention
Planning Perspective

Integrated Coastal

Aarhus Convention
Zone Management

Renewable Energy The Kyoto Protocol

EU Council Declarations

Lisbon Strategy
EU as the most competitive
Economy in the world by 2010




Recommendations & White Papers
ESDP - European Spatial Development Perspective (1998)

* Objective: To define at Union level policy objectives and general principles of spatial

development to ensure the sustainable balanced development of the European territory
which respects its diversity.

Recommendation from the Commission on Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (2000)

« Objective: to promote a collaborative approach to planning and management of the coastal
zone, within a philosophy of governance by partnership with civil society. The Strategy
defines the EU'’s role as one of providing leadership and guidance to support the
implementation of ICZM by the Member States, at local, regional and national levels.

Renewable energy: White Paper laying down a Community strategy
and action plan

* Objective: To attain, by 2010, a minimum penetration of 12% of renewable energy sources in
the European Union

Recommendation from the Commission on The precautionary
principle (2000)
« Develop guidelines for the application of the precautionary principle so as to ensure a high

level of protection of the environment and of human, animal and plant health whenever the
available scientific data do not permit a complete evaluation of the risk




Balanced and polycentric urban
_system and a new urban-rural relationship
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Parity of access to infrastructure
and knowledge

An integrated

approach for Polycentric
improved development
transport model: a basis
links and for better
access to accessibility
knowledge

Efficient and
sustainable
use of the
infrastructure

Diffusion of
innovation
and
knowledge




Sustainable development, prudent manage-
ment and protection of nature and cultural heritage

Natural and Preservation .
. Creative
cultural and Creative
: Water management
heritage as a| [development management
resource of the

development of the Of cultural
management cultural
asset natural

landscapes .
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International Conventions & Treaties

Helsinki Convention on Trans-boundary
watercourses and international lakes

* Objective : To prevent and control pollution of trans-boundary
watercourses and international lakes by developing international
co-operation

* Objective: To help reduce pollution in the Baltic Sea area
Aarhus Convention

* Objective: to keep citizens informed about and involved in
environmental matters and to improve the application of
environmental legislation by approving the Convention on
access to information, public participation and access to justice
In environmental matters

The Kyoto agreement




Opportunities and threats

Water Framework Directive

Energy Policy Lisbon Strategy




